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CAST & CREW

Directed, Written + Edited by Ramin Bahrani 

Story by Jenni Jenkins, Ramin Bahrani

Cinematography Michael Simmonds 

Music Kjartan Sveinsson

Producers Adam Spielberg, Ramin Bahrani 

Executive Producers Brian Devine + Jason Orans + Stephen Bannatyne

Co-Producer Summer Shelton

  Production Designer Chad Keith 

Art Director Adam Willis 

Maker Barbara Weetman

Sound Supervisor/Re-recording Mixer Tom Efinger

Sound Design Abigail Savage 

Sustainability Consultant Jenni Jenkins 

Executive Producer for ITVS Sally Jo Fifer

Executive for Lucky Hat Entertainment Marcia Carver
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PLASTIC BAG
Synopsis

In a not too distant future, a Plastic Bag goes on an epic journey in search of its lost Maker, 
wondering if there is any point to life without her. The Bag encounters strange creatures, brief 
love in the sky, a colony of prophetic torn bags on a fence and the unknown. To be with its own 
kind, the Bag goes deep under the oceans into 500 nautical miles of spinning garbage known as 
the North Pacific Trash Vortex. Will our Plastic Bag be able to forget its Maker there?

PLASTIC BAG
Director’s Statement

What is the purpose of living when you have no purpose?  Why are our creations permanent yet 
purposefully obsolete? And if we were immortally useless, would our maker love us enough to 
create us so that we could die?

—Ramin Bahrani 2009

PLASTIC BAG
About the Production

Plastic Bag is one of eleven unique short films that comprise the new online series 
FUTURESTATES, presented by ITVS--The Independent Television Service. The 
FUTURESTATES online series will launch in early 2010. For more information, 
www.futurestates.net

Filming took place in Wilmington, North Carolina and Brooklyn, New York. No digital effects 
were used in the making of this film. 

Filmmakers

RAMIN BAHRANI – Writer/Director/Producer 
Born and raised in North Carolina in 1975, American filmmaker Ramin Bahrani’s first feature 
film, MAN PUSH CART (2005) premiered at Venice (2005) and later screened at the Sundance 
(2006). The film won over 10 international prizes and was nominated for three Independent Spirit 
Awards (2007) including Best First Film. CHOP SHOP (2007) premiered at the 2007 and then 
screened at Toronto (2007) and Berlin (2008). Bahrani was awarded the Acura "Someone to 
Watch" Independent Spirit Award (2008) for the film which was also nominated for two 
additional Independent Spirit Awards in 2009, including Best Director. GOODBYE SOLO (2008) 
premiered at Venice and won the FIPRESCI international critics prize for Best Film and is the 
highest reviewed film released in the United States in 2009.
In early 2009 Bahrani was a recipient of the prestigious Guggenheim Fellowship and was also 
the subject of several international retrospectives including the MoMA in New York City, 
Harvard University, and the La Rochelle Film Festival in France. He will also premiere his latest 
film, a short subject titled PLASTIC BAG (2009), as the opening night film of Corto Cortissimo 
in the Venice Film Festival where Bahrani was also on the jury for best first films.

JASON ORANS – Producer 
New York City-based producer Jason Orans was nominated for the 2009 Film 
Independent Spirit/Piaget Producers Award. His most recent productions are Sundance Lab 

http://www.futurestates.net
http://www.futurestates.net


Project NIGHT CATCHES US, GOODBYE SOLO (Venice 08), and DARE (Sundance 09). 
Orans co-founded Gigantic Pictures with producing partner Brian Devine.  Their other films 
include GOODBYE BABY (Slamdance 2008), THE TOE TACTIC (New Directors/New Films 
2008), YEAR OF THE FISH (Sundance, 2007), FLANNEL PAJAMAS (Sundance 2006) and 
SATELLITE (Tribeca 2005) as well as several multi-cultural literary adaptations for PBS, 
including Nisha Ganatra’s COSMOPOLITAN and Julia Solomonoff’s THE SUITOR. 

ADAM SPIELBERG – Producer
Adam Spielberg is a producer at Gigantic Pictures.  He was associate producer on DARE 
(Sundance 2009), and over saw post-production on GOODBYE SOLO.  Previously Spielberg Co-
Produced GOODBYE BABY (Slamdance 2008), and REUNION (2009), line produced the 
feature film BLUE ROAD (Cinequest 2009) directed by Oliver Cukor, produced the award 
winning short OCEAN CITY, and has worked on various television projects including 
CHAPPELLE'S SHOW.  

JENNI JENKINS – Story / Sustainability Consultant 
Jenni Jenkins is a Sustainability Consultant based in NYC finishing her degree this year in Urban 
Sustainability at Hunter College. In addition to co-writing the story for PLASTIC BAG with 
Bahrani, she is also producing a companion documentary featuring interviews with leading 
figures in the sustainability field including Charles Moore who first discovered the Pacific Trash 
Vortex. She writes a sustainability blog for www.jennijenkins.com

MICHAEL SIMMONDS – Director of Photography 
Michael Simmonds shot two films for Amir Naderi, MARATHON (2002) and SOUND 
BARRIER (2005).  Simmonds then went on to collaborate with writer/director Ramin Bahrani, to 
shoot MAN PUSH CART (2005), CHOP SHOP (2007) and GOODBYE SOLO (2008) and was 
nominated for two Independent Spirit Awards for Best Cinematography (2007, 2009). Simmonds 
lensed 2009 Sundance Grand Jury nominee BIG FAN, by Robert Siegal (THE WRESTLER) as 
well as Margaret Brown's documentary THE ORDER OF MYTHS winner of the Cinematic 
Vision Award at Silver Documentary Festival and Truer Than Fiction Awards at the independent 
Spirit Awards. 

PLASTIC BAG is a Co-Production of Noruz Films/Gigantic Pictures and the Independent Television Service (ITVS), 
in association with Lucky Hat Entertainment with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 

Noruz Films
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This program was produced Noruz Productions Inc which is solely responsible for its content.
(c) 2009 Noruz Productions Inc , All Rights Reserved


